Think Tank Employee Survey
The results
Pay

3%

earned over
£45,000

Average
pay across
all jobs

Research
pay

¢ Under £25,000

¢ £45,001-£60,000

¢ £25,001-£35,000

¢ £60,001-£80,000

¢ £35,001-£45,000

¢ £80,000+

Comms
pay

41%

Other job
types pay

of those working in think tanks negotiated
their pay when joining their think tank

84%

were
successful

Age

46%

66%

graduated in the
last 5 years

graduated in the
last 10 years

Type of contract

84%

permanent
contract

@SmartThinktanks

8%

rolling
contract

@SmartThinkTanks

smart-thinking

5%

fixed term
temporary contract

90%

researchers are on a
permanent contract

80%

of all other roles
are on a permanent
contract

www.smartthinking.org.uk

Job security

No, it hasn’t
changed
48%

How secure do you feel in your current post?
72
Not
secure

Has covid
changed how
secure you feel
in your job?

Very
secure

Yes, it has
changed 44%

Don’t know
8%

Career development
Don’t know 8%

Are you clear what your next career step would be?

Are
professional
development
opportunities
offered?

No 25%

79%

of researchers
offered
professional
development

vs

Yes

No

41%

59%

Yes 68%

58%
of other
roles offered
professional
development

48%

of those who are clear believe their
next career step is in a think tank.

Human resources
How comfortable would you be reporting an HR issue to senior management/HR?
66
Not comfortable
at all

Very
comfortable

83%

had a formal
appraisal process
in place
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16%

have experienced
bullying in their
workplace

72%

would recommend
their workplace to
a friend

www.smartthinking.org.uk

Free-flowing ideas

Opportunity to
have an impact

Gives you a voice

Intellectual
stimulation

Constantly learning
Making a difference

Positive
policy
changes

Chance to engage
with different issues
Freedom of expression

Heartwarming

Freedom and
autonomy

Connections

Being at the forefront

Never a dull day

Working with
like-minded people

Doing something
that matters

Working on
policy issues
close to my
heart

@SmartThinktanks

@SmartThinkTanks

smart-thinking

Secure

Learn
about
the
world

Collaboration

Constantly
evolving

Liberty to speculate

Surrounded by talented people

Thought-provoking debate

What is your favourite thing about working in a think tank?

Creating
change

Working
on real
world
issues
as and
when they
happen

Interesting ideas

Support such a great causes

www.smartthinking.org.uk

